Introduction
Hand hygiene (HH) is widely recognized as one of the most effective preventive measures against health care associated infections (HCAI). Alcoholic hand rub (AHR) has been used as standard HH method in Swedish HC for more than three decades. Infection control (IC) experts in Sweden regards this as one among several explanations for the low incidence of antibiotic resistant bacteria, e.g. MRSA (methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus), in Swedish HC.
Objectives
This study describes the development in Sweden regarding implementing HH in HC from the 1980-ties to the present. The aims are to find and present the for the implementation of HH most important professional groups/organizations, events, projects or campaigns, as well as important factors for success.
Methods
Interview study, key persons with long experience from IC in Sweden were interviewed. 
Results

AHR has been recommended as for HH in
Conclusion
Focus on HH can never be allowed to decline. Despite a long tradition of using AHR in HC, there has recently occurred several outbreaks of resistant bacteria in Swedish hospitals. With renewed attention to HH compliance among other actions these were successfully stopped.
